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Question - Why does Rainier View Christian Church allow women to preach sermons during adult 
worship services?  
 
Response –  
 

To address the question of why RVCC allows women to preach during our adult services we 
must look at the question from several angles and come to our conclusion. While there are 
varying opinions on the matter, the Elders of RVCC and its Leadership Team are in agreement 
that we will allow women to hold ministry positions and to preach from our platforms. We 
appeal to 3 areas to affirm our stance: logic, the Old Testament example, and the New 
Testament example.  

 
Logic  
 
There is no question that God desires to use women in ministry. Neither side of the present 
argument would argue otherwise, the question focuses on the role of women in ministry and to 
what capacity are they allowed to serve. For those in the affirming of women in ministry, 
especially in regard to preaching, the appeal to logical consistency affirms part of the argument.  
 
Women have long served in roles of Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry. The opposing 
argument would be that these are suitable roles for women as they are not speaking over men, 
but rather children. However, logic would argue that these age groups are the most formative 
years of development and to have a woman leading male children during their formative years is 
far more influential than a woman leading fully developed men who are capable of discernment 
and formulating their own thoughts and ideas. To be logically consistent, one must argue that 
women cannot lead over any male individual regardless of age. Additionally, it would be 
inconsistent to allow for men to serve in these areas of ministry as they would be serving under 
a female lead, thus submitting to their coaching, guidance, and expertise.  
 
Another area of logical inconsistency within the argument against women in leadership, 
preaching, and teaching roles is that of Missions. It is inconsistent to deny leadership of women 
within the local church while affirming the work of female workers on the mission field. The 
subtle statement being made is that women are incapable of leading American men, but that 
they are capable of leading men of other nations. Setting aside the obvious prejudices and 
bigotry of this sentiment, this is simply inconsistent. Either, women can lead over men or they 
cannot. (This is not addressing the use of contextual ministry on the mission field whereas some 
cultures are more open to female leadership than others.)  
 
Both of these inconsistencies point to a notion that women are incapable of leading men, 
speaking spiritual truths in to their lives, and ultimately being used by God in these areas. This is 
not only false on an empirical scientific front, women are just as capable cognitively, 
developmentally, and intellectually as men, but it is also a denial of the power of the Holy Spirit 

 



2 
 

to work when and how it pleases through whoever it chooses. To further this argument, we now 
look at our appeal to the Old Testament.  
 
Our desire is to remain logically consistent in the stances that we take. Therefore, we affirm that 
women are capable of leadership, preaching, and teaching over men regardless of age or 
location.  
 
Old Testament  
 
Having looked at the logical reasons for our position of affirming women in leadership of the 
church, we now turn to our basis in Scripture beginning with the Old Testament.  
 
Exodus 15:20-21  
“Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel in her hand, and all the women 
followed her, with timbrels and dancing. Miriam sang to them: ‘Sing to the Lord, for he is highly 
exalted. Both horse and driver he has hurled into the sea.” 
 
We begin with Miriam, sister of Aaron. This passage does not merely refer to a moment of 
Miriam leading worship, nor does it imply that only the women followed her leadership. This 
passage points to Miriam’s role over Israel alongside Moses and Aaron. She is referred to as a 
prophet, one who speaks the truth of God over Israel. Miriam was part of the leadership of the 
nation of Israel and was not excluded in leadership or speaking truth to Israel due to her gender. 
 
Judges 4:4  
“Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time.”  
 
Deborah was the leader over Israel and a prophet, similar to Miriam. The text clearly states that 
Deborah was the leader and she was not leading under the authority of her husband, Lappidoth. 
Her gender was not an issue in her qualifications of leadership over God’s chosen people.  
 
2 Kings 22:14  
“Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Akbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to the prophet Huldah, 
who was the wife of Shallum…”  
 
Huldah was the prophet, who after she was approached by Hilkiah (the male priest and other 
men), interpreted the law for Israel. The men in priestly roles turned to this woman who was a 
prophet to understand the law.  
 
Esther 4:13-14 
“…he sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of 
all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews 
will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but 
that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”” 
 
Esther was placed by God into a position of leadership, influencing Xerxes and ultimately saving 
the Jews from extermination. She was at this time the leader over all of the Jews, including the 
men.  
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New Testament  
 
Perhaps the argument is that we are a New Testament church and therefore these passages of 
women in leadership and in roles of teaching over men throughout the Old Testament do not 
apply to us now. In response to this, we appeal to the New Testament and the examples we find 
there.  
 
Luke 2:36-38  
“There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; 
she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 
Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all 
who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.”  
 
Anna was a prophet who preached of the work of Jesus to those in the temple. A female voice 
preaching about Jesus.  
 
John 20:18  
“Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: ‘I have seen the Lord!’ And she told them 
that he had said these things to her.”  
 
Mary Magdalene was the first person to share the Gospel with anyone. She proclaimed the 
Death, Burial, and Resurrection to the disciples who were male.  
 
Acts 18:24-26  
“Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned 
man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the 
Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the 
baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard 
him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.” 
 
Priscilla was part of correcting false teaching of a male preacher. The text does not imply that 
she did this under the “Authority” of her husband, but rather they approached it together.  
 
Romans 16:7 
“Greet Andronicus and Junia, my fellow Jews who have been in prison with me. They are 
outstanding among the apostles, and they were in Christ before I was.”  
 
Junia was a female apostle, one sent out to proclaim the Gospel. See also: Tabitha (Acts 9:36-
42), Lydia & Nympha (Acts 16:11-15; Colossians 4:15), Joanna & Suzanna (Luke 8:1-3), Phoebe 
(16:1-2) 
 
As can be seen from the New Testament texts, women were used in all roles within the church. 
From hosting, to leading, to preaching. The consistency from Old Testament to New Testament 
affirms women in roles of leading and preaching within the church.  
 
Opposing Passages 
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Having addressed the affirmative Biblical Passages for women in leadership, including preaching, 
and appealed to logic, we must now turn to addressing the two primary texts used as arguments 
against women preaching: 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 and 1 Timothy 2:11-15. 
 
To understand these passages properly we must look at proper exegetical method. We must 
look at the genre of the writing, the historical context, and whether the text is prescriptive or 
descriptive. 
 

Basic Background  
Authorship: Both written by Paul.  
Location: 1 Corinthians - Corinth       1 Timothy - Ephesus  
Dates: 1 Corinthians - 53-57 AD         1 Timothy - 63-65 AD  
Genre: Letters  
 

1 Corinthians 14: 34-35  
“Women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in 
submission, as the law says. IF they want to inquire about something they should ask their own 
husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.” 
 
While this passage seemingly brings the argument to a close in favor of silencing women in 
church, a closer look reveals some issues with the text. 
 
First, “gune” the Greek word translated here as “Women” is the same word used for “wife” and 
given the second half of the passage refers to husbands, it is a safe contextual argument using 
literary tools to see that this passage is referring to wives and not a blanket statement for all 
women. 
 
Secondly, historically, women were marginalized people viewed as property rather than equal 
human beings. When a message of freedom in Christ where there is neither male, nor female, is 
proclaimed giving equal weight to the value of women the freedom here would have caused a 
stir. A marriage is no longer one sided, both parties have voices. There are historical accounts of 
wives speaking out in services expressing their new-found freedom to judge their husbands. The 
freedom, given the culture, was causing division rather than unity. 
 
This is also a logical conclusion given that this is the 3 grouping of people that Paul has called to 
remain silent. In the verses preceding this text, 26-33, Paul calls for tongues-speakers and 
prophets to remain silent. This is due to their actions not being based in love. The likely 
interpretation is that given the above historical setting, the issue here is a lack of love in 
expression not gender. 
 
1 Timothy 2:11-12  
“A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to 
assume authority over a man; she must be quiet.” 
 
The context of Timothy in Ephesus is key to interpreting these texts. Paul continuously in the 
book of Ephesians and in the Pastoral Epistles refers to what has become known as the Ephesian 
Heresy, false teachings that have infiltrated the church. He also refers to “troublesome women”. 
The issue here is the infiltration of Artemis Worship and attitudes coming into the church. The 
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cult of Artemis was a large practice in Ephesus and consisted of worshiping the Fertility god 
Artemis and the belief that life flowed through women, thus making women superior to men. 
With these prevalent beliefs, the references to troublesome women, and that they must learn in 
quietness is corrective behavior. Not corrective in permanence but corrective in habit. They 
must learn what it is to follow Jesus and to proclaim him. They must learn what it is to be a part 
of God’s church, after all it is not Artemis worship. 
 
These contextual issues point to this passage as being descriptive (describing the particular 
methods for a particular culture at a particular time) rather than prescriptive (giving instruction 
for all worship practice and structure for all time). 
 
Conclusion:  
While there is interpretative debate on the issue of women in ministry, particularly that of 
preaching, RVCC finds alignment with affirming the individual gifts and callings of the Holy Spirit 
in the lives of women. We believe there is ample evidence to support this Biblically and 
Logically. The issue is not a matter of preaching under the authority of men, it is preaching 
under the authority and calling of God. God used women all throughout Scripture, all 
throughout history, and will all the way through the fullness of his Kingdom. 
 


